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HPDL Survey Efforts
What do you think about our neighbor-
hood? What do you think about the qual-
ity of life in our neighborhood? How
should transportation be improved? Give
your ideas voice! HPDL wants to know.
Along with the Minneapolis Neighborhood
Revitalization Program (NRP) and the Min-
nesota Center for Survey Research, HPDL
will conduct a survey of area residents in
September.
The survey will ask residents questions re-
garding transportation, quality of life,
crime, education and recreational needs,
area business concerns and other topics. We
want to know what concerns you about the
neighborhood and what you see when you
look towards the future for our area.

The target date for distributing the survey
is September 26, 1992. On that day HPDL
volunteers will hand deliver over 4400 sur-

sity. If you are interested in being involved
in one of these focus groups, please call
824-7707. Come out and meet your neigh-
bors to discuss the future of our area!

The NRP provided funds for the survey and
information gathering process. The NRP
wants HPDL to create a Neighborhood Ac-
tion Plan that will help guide the alloca-
tion of public resources to our neighbor-
hoods. We need your input to know which
are the most important neighborhood
projects to undertake.

We are looking forward to inspiring and
creating renewed enthusiasm for neighbor-
hood and community feeling in the Hale,
Page and Diamond Lake neighborhoods.
We will plan and work together to create a
future for our city to maintain a strong and
vital neighborhood and community of Min-
neapolis.

Charles Peterson
NRP Steering Committee

veys to residents, businesses, and churches.
You will be asked to complete the surveys
and mail them to the Minnesota Center for
Survey Research for compilation. As they
have done with other Minneapolis neigh-
borhoods, the Center is assisting HPDL to
develop and format the survey.

We need your help! We need volunteers to
distribute surveys to their neighbors. We
ask each volunteer to contact the residents
of two blocks. We will distribute packets
and provide a short training session on Sat-
urday morning, September 26th. If you
would like to help, please call HPDL (824-
7707) and leave your name, address and
phone number. We will contact you prior
to the survey distribution date with specific
details.

After the survey, HPDL will hold a series
of Focus Groups. Participants will discuss:
education, 35W expansion, housing stabil-
ity, airport noise, crime and cultural diver-
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HPDL volunteers gave out tickets for free pop and ice cream bars at the information tent.

What’s Happened
The first year of HPDL’s organizational life
presented lots of challenges and learning
experiences. We took our first steps to-
gether in monthly meetings. At the election
meeting last year, we selected 9 board
members (2 from each neighborhood:
Hale, Page, and Diamond Lake; and 3 “at-
large”). Some of our meetings focused on
a single issue like airport noise, the NRP
process, or crime and personal safety. How-
ever, most meetings were general planning
sessions with a more general focus.

One meeting featured a panel of City Ser-
vants (city and park police, a city engineer,
park planner, a city council member, and
others). They answered questions for sev-
eral hours over a wide variety of topics.
Discussions about traffic cruising around
Lake Nokomis, teenagers loitering at the
beach, and parties in the woods above the
creek at 12th Ave. got people excited. A

What an evening! From 5 to 8 on Thurs-
day, Aug. 13, there was a party going on
in Todd Park. It celebrated the
on-going improvements
at Todd Park and
at Diamond Lake.
The party also
kicked off HPDL’s
Neighborhood Revitalization Program
(NRP). Cooperation between HPDL, the
Mpls. Park and Recreation Board, Pearl
Improvement Recreation Council (PIRC)
and the NRP made it all possible. Many
businesses donated door prizes. Jubilee
Foods donated soft drinks and arranged

with
Kemps to sup-

ply the ice cream.
The party featured the mu-

sic of the Teddy Bear Band and the
Nokomis Jazz Workshop. Kids scrambled
through the new tot-lot, the Moonwalk, and
the Ball Crawl. They met McGruff, hugged
the DARE bear, and enjoyed the clowns.
Face painters, the Science Museum on
Wheels, Mpls. Children’s Medical Center,
and the Arboretum were there. Police of-
ficers showed their dogs, and fire fighters
brought a fire truck. Wow!





HPDL Office Opens
HPDL Community Association is pleased to announce that we now
have a new home at 5255 Chicago Avenue South. My name is Mary
Ellen Godbe and I was on the Board of Directors for HPDL and will
now be the new Communications Coordinator for HPDL.

We’ve all been working hard painting, carpeting and generally fixing
up our new space and would like to invite all of our neighbors and
friends to stop in for a cup of coffee or to discuss any issue important
to you or our community.

Our goal is to be a resource center for the neighborhood so that when
residents have a question about city services or have problems they
would like to see solved, we’ll be able to help.

The office hours are 10 am – 2 pm Monday through Friday and 7–9
pm on Wednesdays. If we can enlist volunteers to staff the office at
other times, we will. If you are interested, please let me know. The
office will also be available for community meetings (block clubs,
etc.), if you call to reserve it. Our phone number is 824-7707.

Please stop by — I’m looking forward to showing off our new office
to everyone!

Waging War on 35W
On May 14, the Minnesota Department of Transportation
held the only public hearing on its proposed $1 billion ex-
pansion of 35W. The people of Minneapolis made that hear-
ing the largest public hearing ever held in the State. Over
2,500 people attended the event, which turned out to be a
rally for public transportation that lasted until 2:30 in the
morning. The vast majority of speakers were citizens and
elected officials from Minneapolis who demanded that light
rail transit be provided in 35W and no more lanes. Those
same views were expressed by 85% of the suburban citi-
zens who testified, while the elected officials from the sub-
urbs opposed LRT in favor of more lanes.

The public hearing was very effective. As a result, the
highway promoters are trying to remove Bloomington and
Burnsville from the environmental process so that they
can at least expand the highway down there. We can’t af-
ford to let them do that. We can’t allow expansion any-
where without having determined ahead of time what ef-
fects expansion would have on the environment, on en-
ergy consumption, on exurban sprawl, on employment
downtown and for City residents, and on the public trans-
portation system that many City residents depend on.

Thanks to our elected officials at the City, Hennepin
County and the State Legislature, the highway planners’
first attempt to remove Bloomington and Burnsville from
the required environmental process failed. Their second
attempt is now under way. Our elected officials are on top
of the situation, and we have every reason to believe that
the good guys will prevail again.

On July 13, at his request, the Neighborhood Transporta-
tion Network took Transportation Commissioner James
Denn on a tour. We showed him that his staff is wrong
when they tell him (as they’ve told us) that removing all
this deteriorated housing in south Minneapolis would be
doing us a favor. In the Diamond Lake neighborhood, we
paused at the Puentes’ home at 60th Street and Second
Avenue to show the Commissioner the need for his De-
partment to start exercising common decency to improve
conditions for the highway’s neighbors. The Puentes’ home
and two of their neighbors were left without a street when
the Highway Department came through the last time.

We also visited the Nussbaums and their neighbors on
Clinton Avenue so the Commissioner could experience some
of the lake front homes that could be demolished to accom-
modate the increased environmental damage that highway
expansion would bring. As a memento, we presented the
Commissioner with books containing photographs of all of
the 1,100 homes in the City that are under the threat of demo-
lition for highway expansion. We included the names and
addresses of the people who live there, to remind the Com-
missioner that the buildings his Department wants to de-
molish are homes where people live and raise their families
and dream of a bright and healthy future for their children.
They are homes in neighborhoods where people know their
neighbors, work together and live in harmony.

Please call me at 825-9111 for more information or to vol-
unteer your time or other resources. The people won in St.
Paul, they won in north Minneapolis, they won in Kenwood.
With enough public involvement, we’ll win here too.

S. Doré Mead
Chair, Neighborhood Transportation Network.

HPDL Board:
   Joe Barrett .................... 822-2515
   Tom Dial (Chair) ............ 825-6567
   Carolyn Erickson .......... 861-6742
   Laurie Frever t ............... 823-4504
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   Chris Rice ..................... 824-6073
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   Carolyn Erickson
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   Laurie Frever t
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   Jim Lee
   Dan McGrane
   Karen Pritz

NRP Steering Committee:
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   Tom Dial
   Laurie Frever t
   Heidi Johnston
   Anna Korinko
   Dan McGrane
   Charles Peterson
   Karen Pritz (Chair)

HPDL Elections will be held September 21
Positions up for re-election include: one from each of the three
neighborhoods, and two “at-large” members who may be residents
of the community, non-resident property owners or authorized rep-
resentatives of community businesses. The positions are for two
year terms.

If you wish to be considered as a candidate for the Board of Direc-
tors, contact the HPDL office or Karen Pritz (822-0369).

Office:
Mary Ellen Godbe ... Communications Coordinator
Phone ...................................................... 824-7707
5255 Chicago Ave. So., Mpls., MN 55417
Hours: 10 am – 2 pm M–F, 7–9 pm Wed.

Thanks to the many volunteers that delivered this newsletter.

If you wish to comment on this or previous newsletters, or want
to submit articles for future publication, contact us at the office.




